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1. Why does Scout beat up Walter Cunningham? Why does Jem stop her? What does this incident reveal about Scout’s personality? Cite specific textual evidence to support your answer. 


2. Why does Calpurnia scold Scout? What does this reveal about her role in the Finch household?


3. How does Burris Ewell respond to Miss Caroline? Compare and contrast Burris Ewell with Walter Cunningham. What do they have in common? How are they different? In literature, a character that contrasts with another character is called a foil. What point do you think Harper Lee is making by introducing Burris as a foil to Walter?




4. What do Atticus’s comments about the Ewell family and the law suggest about his view of justice? Support your answer with a quote from the text.


Chapter 4
1. How can you tell that that Scout, Jem, and Dill all believe in superstitions? Support your answer with the quote from the text.


2. Why does Scout want to stop playing the game? What does Jem say to get her to keep playing? What does this interaction reveal about their characters and relationships with each other?


Chapter 5
1. How does Miss Maudie Atkinson display Southern charm and manners? What do you think Scout means when she says “her speech was crisp and for a Macomb County inhabitant” (47)?
2. What does Atticus say God is? How is this different from what foot-washing Baptists believe?


3. Explain the “lawyer’s trick” that Atticus uses to get Jem to confess the truth about the game that the children play. 


4. Why does Jem wait until Atticus is “out of earshot” to yell back at him? What does this suggest about Jem’s relationship with his father?


Chapter 6
1. Explain how the arrival and departure of Dill helps signify the passage of time. 


2. Hoe does Jem lose his pants? What lie does he tell to explain what happened? Do you the Atticus believes him? Explain your answer.



3. What do you think Scout means when she says, “matches were dangerous, but cards were fatal” (62). 


4. Why does Jem want to go back and get his pants? What does his reason tell you about his relationship with his father? Cite a specific quote to support your answer. 



5. Explain how the events in this chapter hep develop the relationship between Scout and Jem.
Chapter 7
1. What does Scout mean when she says she “tried to climb in Jem’s skin and walk around in it” (65)?


2. Who do you think mended Jem’s pants? Why do you think he/she did this?


3. What details suggest that Nathan Radley is lying about the tree being sick? Find a specific quote that supports your answer. Why do you think he lies?



4. At the end of this chapter Scout notices that Jem has been crying. Why do you think Jem is upset?


Chapter 8
1. Why does Scout think that the world is ending? Why does she feel personally responsible? Cite a specific quote that supports you answer. 


2. Research the Rosetta Stone. What information was on the Rosetta Stone? Why do you think Mr. Avery says his information is “straight from the Rosetta Stone” (72-4)? What does this tell you about Mr., Avery’s personality? 



3. Scout uses racist language in this chapter. Does she seem to be racist? Explain your answer. (Refer to attachment) 

4. Scout describes being woken up in the middle of the night with the following observation: “I knew when there was trouble in our street. Soft taffeta-like sounds and muffled scurrying sounds filled me with hopeless dread” (78). What specific sounds do you think she is describing? What makes this an effective use of imagery?




5.  Why does Atticus wake Scout and Jem up? Why do they need to leave their house? Where does Atticus tell them to wait?



6. Explain how this chapter helps develop Scout and Jem’s relationship with their father. Use a quote from the text to support your answer. 


7. What do Atticus, Jem, and Scout realize when they notice that blanket the morning after the fire? How does each person respond to the revelation?



8. Analyze Miss Maudie’s response to the loss of her home. What does her response suggest about her personality? Is her response consistent with the way she has behaved up to this point?


